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Senator Dave Valesky
Legislative Office Building Room 707
Albany, NY 12247

March 10", 2005
Dear Senator Valcsky:
SEIU Local 200United cndorses a voting system for NYS which

incorporates paper ballots counted by hand or by precinct-based optical
'scanners. Each polling place would have at least one ballot marking device

" for disabled voters and voters whose first language is not English. We

oppose touch screen voting machines (DREs) even if they have a paper
component because they are still vulnerable to soltware error and fraud. A
computer can be programmed in such a way that the paper component
shows a different vote than what is actually being counted inside the "black
box."

In addition, touch screen. voting machines are more expensive than paper
ballot systems. :

Further, they lake meaninglul voting oversight out ol the hands of poll
workers and clection commissioners (since most are not computer experts)
and pul it in the hands of vendors and technicians from computer
companies.

We urge our members to exercise Lheir democratic right and responsibility
lo vote. How can our members take voting seriously if the type of voting
equipmient can be so easily manipulated to change votes?

Please let me know whether you will support paper ballots counted by hand
or by precincl-based optical scanners (along with a ballot marking machine
for those who need it). | look [orward to your reply. -

Sincerely,

Joe Rossi
Political Director
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